
 

Year 5/6 BYOD Question & Answer 

How will the use of digital devices affect ‘traditional’ learning on paper? 
One of the key aspects we have been mindful of is getting the balance right. Even with access to 
devices, the children still use books and pens/pencils for many aspects of their learning throughout 
the day. One of the key skills we want our learners to develop is knowing how and when to select 
the best tool for the job (and, yes, we still teach handwriting, spelling and basic facts) 
 
Won’t the children naturally just want to play games? 
The use of devices is restricted to learning during the school day, not recreation. Teachers oversee 
and monitor the children’s learning on devices in exactly the same way that they monitor all aspects 
of the class. In fact, we have seen a marked positive shift in the children’s level of focus on their 
learning and ‘on-task’ behaviour in the BYOD environment 
  
What about health and safety for posture and excessive screen-time? 
We have guidelines in place for when, where and how frequently devices are used. Again, such 
procedures have been developed to ensure that we achieve a healthy balance and teach the children 
about responsible use of devices 
  
How do we make sure that the children don’t have access to inappropriate content? 
All devices access our school network and have access to state-of-the-art filtering through the 
government’s ‘Network 4 Learning’. In addition, the teacher monitors the class in the usual way, but 
also uses to a ‘dashboard’ that gives total access to every child’s work in the class. Nothing is hidden 
or erased. Alongside this, as with any tool, we focus on responsible use that aligns with our school 
values. Access to a device is seen as a privilege for older children that comes with clear 
responsibilities that are the basis of our student agreement 
  
Won’t the children just find ways around the school rules and systems? 
Occasionally, rules can be broken, but consequences are in put in place to alleviate such incidents. 
One of the aspects that we have been most pleased with is the way in which the children have 
engaged positively and responsibly with the opportunity to use a digital device as part of their 
learning 
  
What about training for teachers? 
Teachers have access to training on all aspects of teaching and learning in a BYOD environment, 
supported by dedicated in-school leaders and colleagues who are able to share successful 
experience of the initiative on an ongoing basis as part of the professional learning and development 
  
 
How can we be sure that we aren’t creating a generation of children who lack the basic skills of 
reading, writing and maths? 



Although it may seem like it, the ‘End of Literacy As We Know It’ debate is actually nothing new. As 
it turns out, the history of education is filled with examples of change being seen as a new and 
threatening decline in standards (from quill pens to calculators). The reality is, of course, that as 
times and technology change, so do the way that children engage with and explore the world around 
them. As our Year 6 learners have shown, when it comes to academic achievement, the introduction 
of devices into the mix has, if anything, shown improved confidence, range of skills and academic 
outcomes across the board 
  
What if I choose not to participate or can’t afford for my child to bring a device? 
We do of course appreciate that this is a significant expense, and that equity is an essential 
consideration, but feel that the BYOD option represents a worthwhile investment. If you would like 
your child to bring a device but can’t afford to buy one outright, our partnered suppliers can offer 
excellent deals and payment schedules for approved BYOD devices. If you choose not to allow your 
child to bring a device, we have a limited number of shared devices available for the syndicate that 
can be made available at specific times to ensure that no children are left out 

  
How have the use of digital devices benefitted students in Year 5 and 6 classes? 
Previous feedback from teachers tells us they have noted an increase in engagement for their 
students and greater immediate access to student work in class for parents. 
Feedback from parents has been overwhelmingly positive. Some quotes from parents/teachers 
below: 
●   “More interactive with friends regarding learning, does his home learning without being told.” 
●   “My son is writing, much better quality and length.” 
●   “We have been able to be a lot more directly involved and knowledgeable about his learning     
        and what is actually happening in the classroom.”·       
●   “Keen to research material and investigate ideas.  Loves watching documentaries” 

  
How does this all link to the NZ Curriculum? 

Use of technology and ‘e-learning’ is embedded at the heart of the NZ Curriculum, which states: 
  

“Information and communication technology (ICT) has a major impact on the world in which young 
people live. Similarly, e-learning (that is, learning supported by or facilitated by ICT) has 

considerable potential to support teaching approaches 
  

For instance, e-learning may: 
• assist the making of connections by enabling students to enter and explore new learning 

environments, overcoming barriers of distance and time 
• facilitate shared learning by enabling students to join or create communities of learners that 

extend well beyond the classroom 
• assist in the creation of supportive learning environments by offering resources that take 

account of individual, cultural, or developmental differences 
• enhance opportunities to learn by offering students virtual experiences and tools that save 

them time, allowing them to take their learning further 
Schools should explore not only how ICT can supplement traditional ways of teaching but also 

how it can open up new and different ways of learning” 
- “Effective Pedagogy”, NZ Curriculum 


